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Sustainable Economics Intensive Abbreviated Course Outline 
 
The course will be primarily discussion-based, but will also include lectures, interactive 
activities, written and verbal exercises, group projects and an individual project practically 
applying GPI accounting to your own organization, community or school. 
 
Note: One day will be a field trip to sites of sustainable economics in action / best practices 
around the province. The date for this field trip is still being coordinated with the businesses 
and organizations to be visited. 
 
July 6-8: Laying the foundation 
 
Topics: 
✴ What’s wrong with the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) / current measures of progress. 
✴ Why new measures (like the GPI) are needed. 
✴ What do alternative measures look like? 
Expanded Capital Accounts 
Principles of Full-Cost Accounting 
Key concepts and terminology 
✴ Overview of methods of measuring in social, human, natural and economic spheres. 
 
In this section faculty will also present on recent GPI research and projects taking place in 
Canada and internationally.  
 
July 9: Human Capital - Population Health 
 
GPI Atlantic has produced more reports on population health than on any single subject. 
Topics covered in this section include: 
• How to use epidemiological evidence as the basis for costing studies 
• The practical perspective of policy application 
• How to assess the cost-effectiveness of particular interventions 
• And more. 
 
July 10: Day Off 
 
July 11: Human Capital – Education and Introduction to Accounting for Social Capital 
 
Discussion on Education – the most challenging component of the Nova Scotia Index, and 
a vital link between indicators. 
Social Capital – Three sample social capital studies will be reviewed. Through these 
examples, participants will learn about different methodologies and how to calculate the 
value of human and social capital in their own communities. 
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July 12: Special Panel (1:30-4pm, open to interested community organizations, the press 
and members of the public) 
 
This will be a panel and discussion with leaders of community organizations, people 
working for government and academics, all currently using GPI research in their work. They 
will share success stories of how GPI has changed policy in the province, the country and 
around the world. 
 
July 13-14: Valuing Nature - Accounting natural capital and ecosystem services 
 
Since natural capital valuations are the most complex dimension of GPI Accounting and the 
most essential cornerstone of human wellbeing, participants shall spend an extensive 
period of time looking at how we account for the value of nature’s assets and services. 
Conventional GDP-based accounts give no value to nature. In sharp contrast, the GPI 
attempts to value our precious natural resources properly, along with the costs of their 
depreciation, just as we presently do with the manufactured and financial resources that are 
counted.  
 
July 15-16: Practical Application of Full-Cost Accounting / the GPI 
 
In this section participants will learn how these measures are currently used and how they 
can be applied in other contexts. There will also be time for participants to share their vision 
for utilizing these measures. Faculty will assist participants with their individual projects, and 
faculty and participants will envision future possibilities for GPI to be applied. In other 
words, there will be time at the end of the institute for forging connections with each other 
and making plans to use the GPI to count what matters and change the world. 


