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Recommendations for future research and data collection 

1. Canadian Knowledge Survey (CKS) 

The most important recommendation in this report calls for the development of a new Canadian Knowledge Survey (CKS) to be administered by Statistics Canada. The survey would be administered to the adult population, rather than to students in the formal education system. After three years of extensive research, the authors of this report consider that their most significant finding is that we know very little about levels of knowledge and lifelong learning in the Canadian populace.

The proposed CKS would need to address a wide range of key knowledge areas important to wellbeing, including, in part, knowledge or “literacy” in the areas of ecology, science, arts, health, food and nutrition, civics, multiculturalism, media, Indigenous knowledge, and statistics. The CKS should be administered regularly, to determine whether or not knowledge in these and other key areas is improving, deepening, and expanding, or declining. 

The proposed CKS could draw on a wide range of existing international initiatives in this field, including several in the U.S. and Europe, bringing them together to create a comprehensive instrument to address some of the many information gaps in assessing learning outcomes. The new survey should re-orient education indicators towards actual learning outcomes at the population level, and away from today’s limited input and output data, which are confined largely to the description of formal education.

A new Canadian Knowledge Survey would represent the most important outcome of this GPIAtlantic education research. Its results would be of great value to educational and policy audiences nationwide as well as to the general public.

2. Comprehensive list of potential recommended indicators for an educated populace 

The comprehensive list of recommended indicators for an educated populace accompanying this report may be used as a reference point for the development of the new data sources that will be needed in the years ahead to assess how educated the populace really is. This list provides examples of the types of indicators that would create a broader and more meaningful assessment of knowledge and learning in the populace than is presently possible, along with descriptions of some of the best measurement tools currently available in these areas. The attached indicator list is based on the Genuine Progress Index (GPI) education framework (Figure 1) included in this press package.

3. Key areas for future research

Here are some of the key areas from the larger education indicator framework that could not be assessed in this summary report due to data limitations. These areas should be priorities for future research and development. 

a) Wisdom

Though extraordinarily difficult to measure by conventional means, wisdom has been defined as the ultimate goal of lifelong learning, the pinnacle of human development.  Wisdom is not merely the acquisition and possession of knowledge, but the development of deep understanding, accurate perceptions of reality, and the capacity for effective action for the public good. 

GPIAtlantic found four attempts to measure elements of wisdom through survey questionnaires. None of these “wisdom scales” has yet been used in large, population-wide samples, and all of them are still in various stages of development. Nevertheless, they do present possibilities for incorporating a wisdom element into education indicators if properly administered in Canada. 

b) Values

Values are the moral or ethical convictions on which a population bases the sense of purpose that guides its actions. The utilitarian function of values is to discriminate between what fosters social wellbeing and sustainability, and what does not. Values are a key learning outcome, and they in turn determine what is learned and how information is processed. 

GPIAtlantic recognizes that any measure of genuine progress is based on the implicit question “progress towards what?” A measure of genuine progress assesses movement towards defined outcomes, and thus embodies social aspirations and ideals, which in turn rest on fundamental values. 

GPIAtlantic is especially concerned with identifying Canadian values that positively affect human and ecosystem wellbeing. Those values are communicated through numerous formal and informal educational processes and structures. Yet educational systems are rarely evaluated by their effectiveness in questioning and transmitting values. Considerable developmental work is clearly required before indicators and results in this field can be included in the GPI education domain.
c) Informal learning: Lifelong and lifewide learning

Due both to methodological and data challenges, and to time and resource constraints, informal learning, which includes lifelong and lifewide learning, is another key area which could not be fully integrated into this summary report.  Lifelong learning refers to learning that does not stop with formal education, but continues throughout the individual’s lifetime. Lifewide learning refers to the informal learning that takes place in many settings outside the educational system—in the home, workplace, and community, and through advertising and the media.

The whole topic requires considerable additional developmental work. GPIAtlantic has identified several potentially fruitful data sources, survey tools, and avenues of investigation which deserve to be further explored. 

d) Quality of information in the learning environment

The quality of much of the information available in the public domain is questionable, since a great deal of it is unclear, fragmented and/or erroneous. It takes time, energy, skill, and experience to distinguish the useful and reliable information from the vast amount of dubious information, which surrounds it. 

It is essential to develop indicators that assess the quality of information in the public domain, including changes over time. Such indicators should also address the wide array of problems concerning the quality of information currently available to the public.  After all, the quality of information determines how the public forms its knowledge of important issues. 

The authors consider this a vitally important area for future research. Good indicators of an educated populace must consider contextual issues such as how the public is educated, where it gets its knowledge and information, the degree to which poor information overwhelms reliable information, and the degree to which the public is able to distinguish fact from fiction. 

e) Social outcomes

In addition to this education component, the Genuine Progress Index includes 19 other domains or areas of interest that affect wellbeing. Because social, economic, and environmental outcomes are investigated in these other GPI components, this education analysis does not emphasize the social outcomes of education. 

However, the authors suggest that future GPI research and development must link the learning outcomes assessed in this domain—particularly those related to the eleven forms of literacy examined—with the social outcomes described in the other GPI domains. 

For example, higher levels of literacy in health, civic affairs, and ecology should generate better health outcomes, higher levels of voting and more informed voting behaviour, and more environmentally responsible and sustainable lifestyles. But is this the case? The question merits systematic and comprehensive investigation.

The intention of GPIAtlantic in presenting the Genuine Progress Index results to Nova Scotians is not simply to set forth 20 unrelated components or domains. On the contrary, one of the most important purposes of the GPI is to demonstrate the links and relationships between these components. From that perspective, education, in its broadest sense, is particularly important because it shapes and determines social wellbeing. In fact, because the learning outcomes explored by GPIAtlantic so directly influence social outcomes, this education domain represents an extremely important form of connective tissue between the various GPI domains.
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